
A two-year study by the National  Research 
Council concluded that after-school programs 
should support and complement classroom 
learning by emphasizing social, emotional, and 
physical development. Programs should provide 
safe places for kids to interact with friends, and 
assist them in building trusting, supportive rela-
tionships.  We must also ensure that students de-
velop responsibility by making choices and pur-
suing challenges, while engaging them in activi-
ties that develop their personalities and interests 
as well as their intellect. 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON REC FOR 6TH GRADERS A 
HUGE SUCCESS– Our 6th grade students have been 
enjoying their Friday afternoons at the middle school 
with our new supervised program.  As a side benefit, the 
GC Police Department reported, at the Garden City Community Council 
against Drug and Alcohol Abuse,  that they have found far fewer students 
have been congregating on Seventh Street since our new program started! 
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“Faith that the thing can be done is 
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Dear Parents, 

Last month we mailed to parents a compilation of the 
restructuring accomplishments undertaken the past two 
years.  While we certainly achieved a great deal within a 
short period of time, a question that we are often asked is 
where do we see our school going over the next few 
years.  There is no more powerful question to ask —  for 
without long-range goals, without a vision of where we 
wish to go, we cannot remain truly focused on school 
improvement.  While our Middle States Steering Commit-
tee will lead our school through the Accreditation for 
Growth process, which will ultimately identify our goals 
and the action plans to move us forward, we wish to 
briefly highlight two fundamental goals that are critical.  

• Goal One:  Improve student learning as independ-
ently measured and evidenced through the New York 
State Assessments.     

• Goal Two: Improve our students’ sense of belonging, 
trust, safety and school community as evidenced 
through independently verified psychologi-
cal/sociological instruments.   

Both goals are symbiotically critical for the overall 
health of our children.   Neither is more important than 
the other.   

So, how do we accomplish these goals?  Within our 
school, as reflective educators, we need to keep the focus 
on improving instruction within the classroom —  We 
need to constantly re-examine our teaching approaches 
to ensure that they reflect the most current and best edu-
cational practice.   

Without question, improved instruction will re-
sult in improved student learning which will be 
evidenced in higher scores on the NYS Assess-
ments.  And, as an administration, we need to sup-
ply our teachers with the supervisory personnel 
and support that they need to improve their class-
room instruction. 

We need to enhance the programs that stress the 
building of positive social interaction and bully 
reduction — including our clubs, intramurals, rec-
reation, music and athletic programs!    The re-
search is clear —  schools NEED to offer programs 
that provide students with academic challenge and 
support, help them build social skills, and provide 
safe supervised recreation.  These programs do 
make a difference in the lives of our children with 
resultant reductions in at-risk behaviors and im-
provements in their self-concept and academics.  
So, it is so very critical that we continue to support 
the “whole child.” 

Lastly, we need the assistance of the entire 
school community to support our (middle level 
philosophy)  school vision with the allocation of 
the resources that make these programs and im-
provements possible.   

We have already started to see the benefits of 
our restructured programs.  This past year we im-
plemented teaming, electives, support classes, 
heterogeneously grouped classes and Write Traits, 
and  our 8th Grade NYS English Assessment re-
sults  rose to be among the best on Long Island.  
Also, we are hopeful that we will see comparable 
rises in the other assessment areas as well.  Of 
course, we will continue to re-examine our ap-
proaches every year to ensure that this improve-
ment continues!   

So, we must keep the faith that all of our children 
can meet with success.  We must continue to sup-
port our path towards improvement.   Together, 
working in partnership, we will see our school’s 
achievement levels continue to improve while still 
ensuring that the children’s success occurs within 
an atmosphere of warmth and support! 

Best wishes for the summer! 

    Peter Osroff  
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National Junior Honor Society 
Advisor, Anne-Marie Kelly, re-
ports that over $1000 from their 
fundraising efforts and Car Wash 
was donated to The Children’s 
Medical Fund, making a differ-
ence in the lives of sick children 
in our community. 

 

Students in  Cluster 6D (Ms. 
Fusci, Ms. Natali, Ms. Shea, Ms. 
Tully and Ms. Magee) recently 
participated in a Math-A-Thon to 
benefit St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital raising over 
$5000. Students completed a 
Math Fun Book consisting of 250 
problems and solicited sponsors 
for their mathematical efforts. 
Jack Roulett won a CD Boom 
Box as top fund raiser. 

 

Preschoolers in Middle School 
Home and Careers-  If you 
thought you were seeing little 
people in the Middle School 
lately, you were! Mrs. Beovich’s 
6th and 7th grade classes have 
been studying babysitting.  As a 
culmination to the unit, the 
classes held parties for the pre-
schoolers.   Home and Career 
students made homemade “Play 
Doh”, treats to eat, played games 
and participated in story time. 

 

The Nassau County Lacrosse 
Officials Association awarded 
our middle school lacrosse team 
with the 2004 Richard Wilkens 
Junior High/Modified Sports-
manship Award. This award is 
given to the team that has dem-
onstrated the very best form of 
sportsmanship on and off the field 
during the past season.  We are 
very proud of these students! 

 

ART SHOW– Congratulations to 
our Middle School Art Students 
for their excellent artwork that 
was exhibited at the high school 
for the Annual Art Show. 

Mr. Strauzer’s French 8 classes 
enjoyed a “gastronomically educa-
tional” field trip at La Marmite French 
Restaurant in Williston Park. Dessert 
was, by far, the highlight of the after-
noon, including Mousse Au Choco-
late, Gâteau St. Honoré, Tarte Aux 
Fruits, and a variety of other desserts.  
The entire staff at La Marmite made 
for a memorable culinary experience 
for all.  As a follow up activity, stu-
dents wrote thank you notes in 
French to the restaurant, which was 
also a preparatory activity for their 
NYS Second Language Proficiency 
Exam. 

 
Ms. Caputo’s 7th grade English 
Classes reviewed new young adult 
novels for 2004.  The reviews can be 
found lining the windows of the middle 
school library.  The reviews include a 
colorful depiction of the book cover as 
well as a summary and passage from 
the novels.  Some of the students’ 
favorite selections were LOSER by 
Jerry Spinelli, FAT KIDS RULE THE 
WORLD by K.L.Going, and LOVE 
THAT DOG by Sharon Creech.  

 

Eighth grade students in Mrs. Por-
ter’s, Mrs. Scarola’s,  Mrs. 
Caruthers’, and Mrs. Reilly’ Span-
ish classes spent an enjoyable after-
noon at Marbella Restaurant in Bay-
side. Students, teachers and chaper-
ones dined on  traditional Spanish 
and Latin American cuisine while 
practicing their conversational Span-
ish with the waiters.  The trip to Mar-
bella was part of  a three week long 
study of Spanish and Mexican foods 
as well as the Spanish words for 
many different American foods. After 
the trip, the students designed and 
wrote their own menus and performed 
restaurant skits in Spanish. 

 

Seventh grade students in Mrs. Por-
ter’s Spanish class put on a pet show. 
After writing a short speech about their 
favorite pet in Spanish, the students 
dressed up as their favorite actor or 
actress and used a stuffed animal rep-
resenting their favorite pet. 

 

The show was videotaped and, follow-
ing the performances, the students 
voted for their favorite “pet.”   Students 
also completed a written pet project 
describing fifteen different animals. 
Both of these projects helped the stu-
dents practice adjective agreement in 
Spanish and were a fun way to practice 
for the final exam 

 

Sixth grade students in Mrs. Porter’s 
Language Survey classes put on a 
videotaped puppet show in Spanish.  
This speaking project helped the stu-
dents practice for their final exam in 
Language Survey, an interview in 
Spanish. The students enjoyed practic-
ing their speaking skills and watching 
their classmates perform in Spanish. 

 

Mr. Hakes and Mrs. Lee sixth grade 
science classes spent two days in an 
exciting modified Jeopardy challenge 
to prepare for the science final exam.  
The students were so enthusiastic that 
the challenge was extended to the en-
tire sixth grade in the auditorium.  Stu-
dents were seen practicing physical 
and earth science vocabulary at lunch 
periods.  Using the students’ recom-
mendations, the teachers plan to use 
this event for future test preparation. 

 

SUMMER VACATION: KEEPING OUR 
CHILDREN ENGAGED AS LEARN-
ERS.  As the summer approaches, 
parents think about how they can 
keep their child socially and aca-
demically engaged during the vaca-
tion months. Parents may want to 
offer opportunity for reading and writ-
ing practice. Some recommendations 
from the NYU Child Study Center 
include: 

• Keeping a summer  journal 

• Corresponding with friends 

• Finding favorite author selec-
tions 

• Reading current events 

• Calculating trip expenses 

For more information about this or 
other child related topics go to 
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 ART DEPARTMENT 

In Mrs. Kastner’s art classes, 
one group of 6th grade students 
have been working on their “ARTS 
OF JAPAN” special project for a 
museum exhibit at the John Humes 
Japanese Stroll Garden in Locust 
Valley, New York.  The children did 
Japanese printmaking with linoleum 
and used professional printing 
press to make the prints.  The sub-
ject was one of our won students, 
Kim, wearing a Japanese kimono 
that Mrs. Kastner had brought back 
from Japan.  After step one was 
completed, the children created 
long hand scrolls of landscape com-
posed of a tree and mountains us-
ing asymmetrical balance and then 
using a bamboo brush, each stu-
dent wrote his/her name in Japa-

nese on specially prepared paper 
from Japan.  After this, each child 
wrote a haiku poem to go with 
his/her landscape, describing the 
scene.    

Mrs. Orrego’s sixth grade 
math students participated in a 
math-technology project called “A 
Day At the Mall.”  Students  were 
able to go on a fantasy shopping 
spree using the Internet and their 
math skills.  Student had fun calcu-
lating percentage, but  realized that 
everything luxurious is taxed! 
 
  MUSIC DEPARTMENT NEWS  

The Garden City Middle School 
Marching Band has had plenty of 
practice!  The band took to the 
street in the Village Memorial Day 

Parade.  Students, grades 6 through 
8, prepared for weeks so that they 
would properly honor the veterans.  
The Marching Band was comprised 
of the American Flag and Rifle honor 
Guard, 25 member Color Guard Flag 
Team, and 142 member instrumen-
tal unit.   

The Garden City High School 
Marching Band has opened its doors 
to members of the Middle School 
band program.  The Middle School 
students have been rehearsing 
every Wednesday evening with the 
High School Marching Band for their 
performance at Shea Stadium for 
Garden City Night.  These students 
will also be taking part in the field 
shows for the 2004-2005 school 
year. 
The Electronic Music students, 
under the direction of Mr. Russo, 
presented an afternoon concert on 
Friday, June 18.  After many practice 
sessions that rocked our hallways, 
the students presented the premier 
“Bach to Rock Concert.”  Some of 
the tunes included I Love Rock and 
Roll, Heat Wave and What I Like 
About You.   
COLLABORATION 

We congratulate the collaboration 
of the 8th grade woodwinds, brass 
and percussion as they joined the 
7th and 8th grade strings to perform 
as the first ever Symphonic Orches-
tra.  

In addition, the 8th grade chorus 
sang in collaboration with the High 
School Chamber Choir and Madrigal 
Singers in a performance of selec-
tions from Carl Orff’s “Carmna Bu-
rana.” 

Students Entering Eighth Grade 

 

Nothing But the Truth 

Bud, Not Buddy 

Among The Hidden 

Running Out of Time 

Far North 

A Year Down Yonder 

The Upstairs Room 

Crash 

Stargirl 
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INTEGRATING THE ARTS AND 
TECHNOLOGY INTO THE CURRICULUM 

Students Entering Seventh 
Grade 

Crispin: The Cross of Lead 

They Cage Animals at Night 

Granny Torrelli Makes Soup 

Walk Two Moons 

The Midwife’s Apprentice 

Indian Captive  

Ella Enchanted  

Search for the Shadowman 

The Rifle 

SUMMER READING LISTS 

 Mission Statement 
 “Leaving No Child Behind” 

 The mission of Garden City Middle School is to create a caring 
learning community where all individuals are able to reach their high-
est potential academically, creatively, socially, physically and emo-
tionally.  Within an atmosphere of warmth and support, we seek to 
enhance each student’s desire for life-long learning.  As members of 
a school community, we affirm that we will reach academic success 
together, take responsibility for each other, and treat others as we 
wish to be treated.  Success does not come at the expense of oth-
ers, but is reached with others.   


